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Native forestry Business Transition Program finalised  
 
AFTER months of intense negotiations, a revised Business Transition Program has been finalised for businesses 

impacted by the State Government’s decision to end native forestry by the end of 2023. 

The Forest Industries Federation of WA (FIFWA) remains strongly opposed to the Government’s decision to cease 

sustainable native forestry, which was not supported by science. 

Native forestry provides much needed employment in regional WA and injects millions of dollars into local 

communities in the South West. 

This week, the revised Business Transition Program was put forward to impacted FIFWA members and a majority 

resolved to accept the Government’s offer.  

FIFWA Chief Executive Officer Adele Farina said while the revised offer did not extend as far as FIFWA and its 

members would have liked, it delivered much needed and improved financial support to timber businesses directly 

impacted by the Government’s decision. 

“After a lengthy negotiation process, the Government’s revised Business Program is a welcomed improvement on 

the original,” Ms Farina said.  

“In my personal opinion, businesses were entitled to more compensation and I am deeply saddened to see the end 

of a sustainably managed industry. An industry which enabled the State to meet strong consumer demand for local 

timber and delivered a better environmental outcome than importing timber from unsustainably managed forests 

overseas.” 

Ms Farina said she hoped there would be no delays with the rollout of the Business Transition Program as impacted 

businesses had been put through enough turmoil to date and for those that are required to or chose to remain in the 

industry to the end of their current contracts, the next 18months will be a difficult and testing time.   



“We welcome the Government’s commitment to timely delivery of the funding programs and to continuing to work 

with the Government through the Just Transition process,” Ms Farina said.  

WA’s forestry industry contributes $1.4 billion to the WA economy annually and supports about 6000 jobs, with 

more than 90% of those jobs located in regional communities. 
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About FIFWA 
Forest Industries Federation WA (FIFWA) has been representing the interests of the Western Australian timber 
industry since 1895. The industry is a key driver of economic activity and jobs in Western Australia, contributing $1.4 
billion to the WA economy and creating about 6000 jobs in WA, with more than 90% of those in regional areas. The 
industry employs careful and comprehensive management policies to ensure WA’s forests are sustainably managed. 
Less than 1% of the total forest area is harvested annually, with the area harvested then replanted. In 2001 WA 
became the first state to abolish harvesting old-growth forests.  
 
 


