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New education builds encouraged to trailblaze with timber
THE timber industry is urging architects, designers and builders involved in the construction process of new
education projects to consider WA timber as their preferred building material.
The State Government is investing $492.2 million in schools across the State as part of the WA Recovery Plan,
assisting the State’s economic recovery.
The advantages of building with timber have long being recognised, but there have been an increasing number of
striking and modern architectural designs choosing timber for its structural, aesthetic, and health and wellbeing
advantages.
Wood is a renewable and sustainable product that is strong and carbon-storing, as outlined in the State Government
adopted Wood Encouragement Policy, which is designed to encourage the use of responsibly sourced wood in the
construction and fit-out of buildings or other structures, on its own or in combination with other materials.
Forest Industries Federation of WA (FIFWA) Executive Director Melissa Haslam said timber featured in many schools
and universities around WA, as its use was thought to have benefits beyond structural, contributing to learning
outcomes by providing a calm, stress-free learning environment.
“There are many fantastic examples of timber being used in education buildings in WA and we are happy to provide
examples for those seeking for more information,” Mrs Haslam said.
“Research done by Planet Ark shows that biophilic design, the connection of humans to nature via building design,
has clear physiological and psychological benefits, simulating the effects of spending time in nature. This can reduce
stress and have a calming effect, even increasing positive social interactions.
“Timber is a renewable material that stores carbon for life so by building with timber, we’re building a better future
by helping to combat climate change.”
Mrs Haslam said using timber sourced from local businesses in these construction projects would further stimulate
the economy.
“The forestry industry is already an important economic driver in WA and is a key player in the State's economic
recovery, contributing $1.4 billion to the local economy and creating about 6000 jobs,” she said.
Case Study
Building: Corpus Christi College Theatre, Bateman, WA (completed 2019)
Architect: eiw Architects
Builder: McCorkell Constructions
Photographer: Silvertone Photography
Awards: Master Builders Excellence in Construction Awards 2019 - Best Education Building $5 - $10 million (joint
winner)

According to eiw, the new theatre for Corpus Christi College needed to make a statement and maximise learning
opportunities.
The brief outlined that the building needed to be technologically advanced, adaptable to future needs and be
striking and elegant.
The theatre includes a multi-functional orchestra pit allowing for three variations and bespoke acoustic Tasmanian
Oak panels for a pitch perfect experience.
Texture and tone were a focus throughout the design and in the material choice, hence the use of timber. This
included hardwood and veneer timber slats, lapped timber, perforations and angular acoustics panels, providing a
multitude of opportunities to explore the depth of the material.
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About FIFWA
Forest Industries Federation WA (FIFWA) has been representing the interests of the Western Australian timber
industry since 1895. The industry is a key driver of economic activity and jobs in Western Australia, contributing $1.4
billion to the WA economy and creating about 6000 jobs in WA, with more than 90% of those in regional areas. The
industry employs careful and comprehensive management policies to ensure WA’s forests are sustainably managed.
Less than 1% of the total forest area is harvested annually, with the area harvested then replanted. In 2001 WA
became the first state to abolish harvesting old-growth forests.

